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		Saga Processing
	



	
		An obvious question about solar energy, as well as energy from wind, oceans, and freshwater, is how to convert this energy into a form that we can easily transport and can use to power our motor vehicles. Basically, there are two choices: Store the electricity in batteries and use electrical vehicles, or transfer the energy in the electricity to a liquid or gaseous fuel. Of the latter, the simplest is hydrogen. An electrical current can be used to separate water into hydrogen and oxygen. 
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Hydrogen can power fuel cells as the hydrogen is combined again with oxygen, electrons flow between negative and positive poles that is, an electric current is generated. Hydrogen can be produced using solar and other renewable energy sources and, like natural gas, can be transported in pipelines and stored in tanks. Furthermore, it is a clean fuel; the combustion of hydrogen produces water, so it does not contribute to global warming, air pollution, or acid rain.

 

Hydrogen gas may be an important fuel of the future. It is also possible to do additional chemical conversions, combining hydrogen with the carbon in carbon dioxide to produce methane (a primary component of natural gas) and then combining that with oxygen to produce ethanol, which can also power motor vehicles.
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